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(54) OPTICAL SCANNER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a compact switching mechanism 
for more paths for sending rays. 

CONSTITUTION: An entrance of each optical fiber 42 as 
a path for sending rays is arranged spirally and in a 
constant interval on the surface of a metal cylinder 40. 
A mirror 44 is located on the central axis of the cylinder 
40 at the angle of 45 degrees with the axis and revolves 
with respect to the central axis of the cylinder 40 by a 
motor 46. The motor 46 is mounted on a linearstage 48 
which slides the mirror 44 along the central axis of the 
cylinder 40 while holding the mirror 44 on the central 
axis of the cylinder 40. A beam 52 travels through the 
central axis of the cylinder 40 and falls on mirror 44. The 
beam 52 is reflected from the mirror 44 and falls 
successively on an entrance 42a of each optical fiber 42 
exposed inside the cylinder 40 successively by sliding 
the linearstage 48 while rotating the mirror 44. 
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